Best British Nights Escapes Disaster

Brian Parker Thanks His Lucky Star
- Even Though He Couldn't See It

At around Spm on Setusday 20eh Febeuary, Mike
Napier came In and demanded to speak to the
Controller. “That was the best British Nighas |
hurve run in,” be sakd, 10 a choras of assent from
other competitors. The officials in the Finish
mrguee kookod out ingo the wind and radn swepe
night and marvelled. it was a complinsent 1o the
courses and the torrain, But the event was so
noarly a last minute disaster.
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the arca knew of the evert andd wished 2 well I seem 0 remember some military persos
Perhaps there were those who did not Controlle saying that the most vahubie talent even the most
Bean Parker explains able pereral can have & luck. Had | oo inid

Al arosank] S 3. an hour before the first stan. 1 verdooked this one conteol noar the Finesh, all of
was re-checking my punch records and dasconvened the Championships would have been voaded
that | hod] s the wall cortrol i the uster nea During the JK &t Perdale, our lucky star was
the 1 I went 10 check it i wasnt there. | went the Hale-Bopp comet. 1 dont know what it was thes
basck o 3k Dick 1o put # out but he sasd thae he Veaf in that weather it was mmposadble 80 sy
had put it out carbier. We had a probiden B it was definiely shining for us

Disaster

We looked at adjacent sites, At first glance they
appoared normal, but closer inspoction showed
that controls had been interchanged. We no
longer had a problen, we bud a srussdve problem,
With only 1% minutes 1o the first start, | placed
a hold on the clocks 1o allow us time 1o assess
the extent of the interforence,
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All controls around the peobdiem area were chocked

andd we we svod 1o discover that the vandtadam

wan confined 80 B controds. Wie were e o e

establish these withan 10 minutes of the re-stan
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